TIPS AND TRICKS FROM TOP LOCAL DESIGN PROS
& CELEERITIES TURN OUT HAUTE HOME COLLECTIONS!
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Royal Family

A five-strong unit of former Manhattanites
makes a color (and pattern!) splash in the
northem suburbs,

By Diana Tychsen | Photography by Tony Soluri

Trside the walls of a seemingly quict Country F.l:rnpr.ul (kMY UEER
|atery Cr one L
Prince chaie & min

of tagh glaregan amd

style home in Highland Park, a Aourishing family of
five is stirring things up. Lara Prince, her hushand Avi

Lewirtes and cheir three children are recene transplancs ustic shsgance to
eurllil ke atannimng
Harih Shore bomme. The

from New York City—not to mention quite the creative
bunch. The eldest child, Draniella, 15, isa i‘-mil.ll::ng
fashion designer; son Eiean, 13, is hoth a musician
and a producer; and youngest danghier Orly, 10, is
an all-around arts and crafis enthusiast. And Prince
ix equal pares responsible for helping raise the rmost
and for redecararing the entire interior space of the

9000 -squa re-foot, six-bed room, siv-and-two-half-bach
hame, She and Lewitres looked for no more than twa
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encouraged by the close proximity o the lake and the
surrounding lush landscape. “The architecrure was
interesting—it wasn't L I!:.'pic:'ll builder’s house,”
Prince explains, “They buile the house with bricks
from the "30s, and they added these old cobblestones
and all che arches throughout the house. And what
I really loved was che footprine—ir’s like a recrangle
with wings.” She wanted a place where her children
could be safe, :\prl.':'l-:l oul (a1 new I:i:-l"l'll'!l'llll:l.i[:. far the

former urhanives!) and pursue their individual aristic
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passions, Buz the inside didn't reflect her edginess, so

a redecoration was immediacely ordered. "It was in
perfect move-in conditien,” Prince says of the home,
“ir was just very ‘vanilla’ in terms of the interiors.” Mo
one in the F:'ln‘lil_lr panicl.ch. |'|.|1wn:wr—lh1;}' had an
in-house designer under their own roof,

Before turning to interiors, Mrince’s carcer was
headed in a very different direcrion. “Afrer graduating
from college, [ worked for a bank, and was going w
move to Japan with che company. Then [ suddenly
decided o switch 1o the Fashion i:l'ldusul:r:.' because |
wanted to be near ercative people, to get that ereative
vibe back.” Not until Prince was married with a child
on the way did she decide w dive headlong inte the
artistic pool, rerurning o school o ger a degree in
interior design and helping a friend seare her own
residential practice, Afeer a few vears, her knowledge
af the ficld was extensive rnnugh to take on some
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of her own clients, trusting her instinces with cach
projece that came her way. "1 don't have preconceived
natiens abour anything. So when 1 approach a job,
I just have o ger o know my client, and have 1w see
the space, And then it just comes o me, [ juse have a
feeling abous it

The fecling chat the pre-remaodel “vanilla™ version
of her home gave her appears threefold o anyone lucky
enough o ger 2 house rour: Color {and more colar)!
Texture! And bold graphic prints! The color is subtle
at gimes, and m'\cr-l:hv:-lup at others, which _‘u;i.w;a. an
adventurous ‘what's around the nexe corner?” vibe for
visitors, The master bedroom, for instance, features
a substantial swirl-pactern rug—custom designed by
Prince—af sage green, real blue and chocolate brown.
“T do a lot of custom rugs,” she says. “Rugs to me are
one opportunity o really make your mark.” The fover,
in addition to the vibrant gold metallic Jimmic Martin
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“I just buy what | like," Prince says matter-of-factly. “I have a library of stuff, and | just
pull from the library. For my house, | literally sat down with a giant suitcase of stuff for

a few hours and | banged it all out.”

sideboard that Prince |:sn:mg|a: aver from London, is
punctuated by an exquisite painting on the wall of 2
young girl s face in brilliant shades of red on a sky blue
background by Toronto arvist Shelley Adler (a friend
of the designer).

The vexoural effects are obvious in CVErY roam,
\.I:lrliu._g with the maree gray chalkboard walls in the
kitchen that the kids can use to sketch or write messages
to cach another. Prince wanted a particular color for the
paint, and stumbled upon a small company while in
WYC prepping for the move. ™1 like o do the research,
| lef'l:. s like to discover these |i[1||:-C||n'|F'r:lr'|in," she says.

“Hudson Paint made this partic ular color called “So
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Stone’ e CaN get rc!_'.ui:lr chalkboard paintin :i_"r:l:l.'."
The edgy light fixture in the dining room, made of strips
of horn, is from Ochre, a perfect example of Prince’s
deliberare contrast of rough and smoath throughour the
home (take che sleek Saarinen end rables in the living
room against the disteessed surface of the charred finish
Tabin table fram BDDW in the diu.:l:ng room), How
daes she pull it off so perfecily?

“I just buy whae I like,” Prince says matter-of-
factly. “I have a library of scuff, and 1 juse pull from
the library. For my house, 1 liverally sar down wich a
giant suitcase of stuff for a few hours and | banged it

all oue,”
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Onther highlights fall under the category of prints
and parterns, which make surprise appearances in
random areas of the home {such as the powder roam,
whete the wallpaper is made our of folded newspaper
pages thae are serung ogether).

“That's called N(‘wu\.'urlll:.'.h Prince explaing,
“Its Lari Weitzner of Weitzner Limiced, a small
company that draws from traditional papers b
makes their designs very edgy.” She managed o wmlk
her eldest daugheer into the "wall of faces™ creared
by Fornaserti “Tema® Collection from Cale & Son
w:l[|1;|p|.'r-\.. and the dramatic Grand Thistle w.1|:|1:|]1;r
from Timorous Beasties served a3 the :|.i:||ir||_5 ranim
hackdrap for dinner partics.

More imporeant than the abvious “wow™ factor
of the lavering of prints, paps of color and unigue
custom furnishings, Prince yearned ro creare a space
thar Foseers « reatavity and EACOUTIRes innovative
|l||:|:|ki|:g in her children 1|‘1in$~s that she may have
had to suppress when she was a child

"l went o a very competitive prep schoal with
all the "brainiacs,”™ she explains, “and everybody
was going off o law school and medical schoal and
engincering. Ever since [ was a licele kid, all T wanved
to i is mmr!hing creative, and | rrJi]]' liked re-
decorating my room all the time, But it was almass
considered a waste o do something ‘armsy™

If her daringly different home design is any
indication, Prince’s ability ro make a statement is
more than just ':Ih_n.'." and she is mare than just an
interior designer with mh!n:lhih!_'. new oo say—ahe’s

3 bena fide artist in her own n!_;|'|1. ]
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Design Details
TPE Single-Family Home
Locanaw Highland Park
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RESOURCES

Ankasa NY Bowron Shearling
“Ugg Rug,” in living mom
{ankasa com)

Actistic Tile Fireplace in living
ronm (artistictile.com)

BDDW Dining room rable
(beddw.com)

Brigg's House Antiques
Kitchen Table
(briggshouse.com)

Cole & Son Fornaseeri
Callection "Tema' belge
wallpaper in eldese daughter’s
roam (cole-and-son.com)
David Goldberg Design
".‘l:'.'|||||:|.|1|.'| in living room

Tdan i1!_5;||||§|1..'rg||.;-.:|;n conm)
Holly Hunt Cluarry console in
dining room (hollyhunt.com)
J:u.n de Mcrry Mirtor in the
entryway (jeandemerry.com)
Jimmie Martin Encry cabiner
in fover (jimmicmartin.com)
Lee Jofa Fabric on kitchen
chairs (lecjofa.com)

Matter Grand Thistle by
Timorous Beastics “J.I.IJ\JEHT
in purpic in ||1|1i.n:¢ i
{martermatters.com)

Ochre Chandelier in dining
ronm (ochre.net)

Rug Company Butterfly rug in
entry (therugcompany.com)
Westwarer Patterson
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(westwatcrpatteron,com)




